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Subject:     WCITY  WOMEN  FOR  FARM  HELP. "     Information  from  extension  officials 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Can  city  women  help  on  the  farm?    Of  course  they  think  they  can.  But 

the  farmer  is  skeptical.     He  just  can't  picture  those  long,  bright  nails  and 

soft,  white  hands  milking  his  cows  or  measuring  out  his  chicken  feed.  Those 

smart,  high-heeled  pumps  just  do  not  "belong  in  his  muddy  "barnyard.    But  you 

haven't  seen  anything  yet,  Mr.  Farmer;  so  watch  out  for  the  Women's  Land  Army. 

City  girls  are  coming  and  proving  that  they  can  take  it  just  as  their  pioneer 

grandmothers  did.     They  don't  expect  to  solve  IJTm  ftkk in ■  labor  -problem  alone, 

but  they  are  proud  to  belong  to  the  U.  S.  Cropjcggjflrj^icT?  &  i^fj^iing  all 
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possible  labor  to  work  on  farms.  I         MAY  2  2  J94  / 

Women  joining  the  Women's  Land  Army  arl^s^rious.     They  are  seeking 
farm  work  because  they  feel  in  their  hearts  tTfgrtra»'Ua4a^4.g_  the  fromJ'ln  which 
their  work  will  count  most.     Many  of  them  have  husbands,  brothers,  or  sweet- 
hearts in  North'  Africa  or  in  the  Solomons.     They  believe  that  food  is  a 
weapon  of  war,  and  they  want  to  produce  this  weapon.     Yes,  women  of  the  Land 
Army  are  truly  serious* .. .believe  in  their  mission. ...  intend  to  convince  the 
farmer  that  they  can  do  it. 

If  you  want  to  join  this  group  dedicated  to  increasing  the  food  supply 
to  win  the  war,  you  must  be  18  years  or  older.      You  must  be  strong  and  healthy, 
ready  and  able  to  do  hard  physical  work.     In  fact,  you  will  have  to  file  a 
doctor* s  certificate  to  that  effect  when  you  make  out  yoxir  application. 

When  your  locality  needs  workers,  you  can  apply  for  the  Women's  Land 
Army  through  such  organizations  as  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. ,   the  American  Voluntary 


/ 


Women's  Services,  women's  clubs1,  arid  such  public  agencies  a.s  OCD  and  the  U.  S. 
Employment  Service.     The  Extension  Service  will  review  these  applications  a.nd 
select  the  women  having  the  best  chance  of  making  good  as  farm  workers  for 
the  Land  Army.     The  ranks  will  be  full  because  farmers  need  such  help. 

If  you  have  all  your  time  to  give,  you  will  enroll  a.s  a  year-round 
worker.     Then  you  will  first  be  sent  to  an  agricultural  school  or  college  for 
several  weeks'  training.     There  you  will  learn  something  about  living  and  work- 
ing on  a  farm.    You  will  take  regular  exercise  to  condition  your  soft  muscles 
for  hard  work.    Even  then,  many  muscles  you  never  knew  you  had  will  come  to 
light  when  you  start  actual  farm  work.    You  will  learn  how  to  handle  chickens 
and  get  along  with  cows  and  sheep.     You  will  learn  to  tell  a  plow  from  a  harrow 
and  call  ordinary  pieces  of  farm  equipment  by  their  right  names.     This  will 
save  you  the  embarrassment  of  making  silly  remarks  when  you  get  on  the  farm. 
Of  course  you  will  master  real  skill  to  do  many  farm  jobs  on  the  farm  where 
you  get  a  job.     There  the  farmer  himself  will  teach  you  how  he  wants  the  job  done. 

If  you    work  on  the  farm  the  year  around,  you  will  probably  live  with 
the  farm  family,  for  you  start  work  early,  sometimes  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing on  a  dairy  farm.    You  may  be  the  only  Land  Army  worker  on  the  farm,  or 
several  may  be  together.     On  one  Maryland  farm,  2  farm  workers  from  the  city 
have  a  small  apartment  over  the  garage  and  do  their  own  housekeeping,  getting 
their  food  from  the  farm.     Rooms  and  meals  must  meet  Land  Army  standards. 

If  you  are  a  school  teacher,  or  if  you  are  in  some  other  job  where 
you  have  long  vacations,  you  ca.n  enroll  for  a  month  or  more  as  a  seasonal 
worker.    You  will  work  at  seasonal  jobs  such  as  planting,  cultivating,  or 
harvesting.    Large  truck  farms  employ  large  groups  of  seasonal  workers,  and 
already  several  such  farms  in  Maine  and  Hew  Jersey  have  put  in  their  requests 
for  Land  Army  workers.     The  producQ  from  these  farms  is  badly  needed  to  meet 


war  food  goals,  and  the  women  i^orking  there  can  lie  sure  they  are  helping  to- 
ward victory. 

Many  seasonal  workers  will  live  in  camps  and  go  out  to  work  on  the  farms 
in  crews.    They  will  also  receive  training  "before  going  to  work  on  the  farm, 

Farmers  needing  help  from  the  Land  Army  will  register  their  needs  with 
the  county  agricultural  agent  who  will  try  to  place  workers  on  farms  where  they 
are  likely  to  succeed,  fitting  the  workers  to  the  job  in  as  far  as  possible. 
The  agent  or  his  assistant  will  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  workers,  to  en- 
courage and  help  them,  or  iron  out  any  difficulties. 

Next  summer,  when  you  pass  "by  and  see  these  women  of  the  Land  Army  work- 
ing in  the  fields  or  delivering  your  milk,  you  can  tell  them  "by  the  tmiform 
they  wear  —  a  pair  of  dark-blue,  well-fitting  overalls,  a  light-blue  shirt, 
and  a  light— blue  and  dark-blue  cap  with  the  WLA  emblem  in  red  and  white  on 
the  front  -of  the  cap. 

City  women  help  on  farms  is  not  entirely  nevr.     English  farmers  at  first 
didn't  want  city  girls  around  their  farms,  hut  now  they  ask  for  them.  The 
53,000  girls  of  the  Land  Army  have  more  calls  than  they  can  fill.    This  year 
the  British  Land  Army  is  doubling  in  size. 

The  Connecticut  Women's  Land  Army,  organized  last  year  and  sponsored 
by  the  State  Defense  Council  and  the  Extension  Service,  proved  that  such  an 
organization  can  succeed  in  this  country.     Many  farmers  hired  these  city 
women.     One  of  them,  bemoaning  the  loss  of  a.  dairymaid  who  was  returning  to 
school,  said:     "She  managed  to  get  more  milk  from  my  Ayrshires  than  I  could, 
and  her  gentleness  with  the  animals  was  an  'eye  opener1  to  my  hired  man." 
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